


What is Menmibershic?

Membership is an important part of the life of
the church and of the individual (Rom. 12:4-5).
Church unity seems to be an incredible concern
for Paul, as he continually taught to “endeavor to
keep the unity” of the Church and to function as
“members” of the same body...with Jesus as the
head. In our day, Church membership is just as
vital to the spiritual development of believers, the
care of the community, and the further progress
of the gospel. It does seem that in Denver culture
the idea of Church membership is met with a
putrid reluctance.This may be because of the
irrelevant function that membership has had over
many years. [t may, however, have to do with the
resistance of individuals to be seen as “being a
part of”” a church.Whether a given church is
worthy of someone’s membership is debatable,
but the neglecting or refusal to become united
(and therefore a member) to any church is
forbidden in Scripture (Heb. 10:25).

Why Menmbershic?
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numerous, not only to the individual member, but
also to the church in general and the community
as well.

By submitting to Jesus as head of His body called
the,“Church,” we enter into a family of God’s
children that function as His agent of life change
with everyone we come in contact. The member
is a part of this body (like an arm or leg) that is

to function as God’s means for change in this
world.This change is the renewal of all things (Rev.
21:5), and is accomplished by those who unite
themselves as members of His body (John |5:4).

FAQ.

Q: Can | be an obedient Christian without being a
member of a local church?

A: No. Repeatedly throughout the New Testament
you hear Paul urge believers to be united. Jesus
speaks of the church continuing the progress of
the gospel. He urges believers to be united to him
corporately for the “body” to function. Forsaking
the gathering of believers is forbidden and is
therefore disobedient.

The issue with this question is the term
“member” Many people think of their blockbuster
membership or something like that when thinking
about this term. Biblical membership is much
different. Biblical membership involves submission
to spiritual authority, accountability, service, giving,
and community. In our day “church hopping” is
very easy. If someone doesn’t like something,

they simply go down the street to another
church.The problem with this is that pastoring
and shepherding a believer become virtually
impossible.Why? Believers rarely know a pastor
well enough to receive spiritual discipline. Pastors
don’t know if they have permission to give such
teaching.
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with out any real help from a Ioving, strong
spiritual authority. Membership assists in this
regard by allowing a pastor permission to correct
believers. Also, membership provides unity for the
church to understand essential doctrines, practical
service opportunity, and understand the necessity
of giving.

Q: Can | be fully united to High View without
signing a membership covenant?

A: No. Part of church unity is submission to
authority. Ultimately this authority is Jesus as

the head of the church, but Jesus has given
authority to elders and pastors to be the

earthly authority of His church.The elders of
High View have deemed it necessary to install a
membership covenant to accurately communicate
the responsibilities of both the member and

the Church.Therefore, full unity at High View is
understanding personal responsibility in relation
to the church and community, submitting to
spiritual authority in the eldership, and functioning
as a part of the local body of Christ known as
High View Church.

Q: Why have a membership covenant?
A: It allows for clarity in understanding the

expectations of both the member and the church
in relation to each other.

How do | become a Memiober?

Membership at High View Church is an easy but
important process. Membership should not be
burdensome because those who are believers
are already members of the universal church...
they just need to function in a local church in
order to practically further the gospel. However,
membership should not be taken lackadaisically
because of the blood that Jesus shed to purchase
His bride the, “Church,’ and therefore should be
protected against predators. It is with that in mind
that the Elders of HV have implemented a simple
process for members. Below is the process of
becoming a member of High View Church:

- Fill out a Membership Application
- Complete Reading Requirements: The reading

you will need to do is two fold:
|. The HV Doctrinal Statements:You can read HV’s Doctrinal
Statements by going to www.highviewchurch.com.
2.“A Book You'll Actually Read On Church Leadership” by
Mark Driscoll. To get the Driscoll book you need to email

Brad at hovis@highviewchurch.com.

- Attend New Members Class — Classes are
offered periodically through the year.

- Covenant with Elders - The last step is to
meet with an Elder of HV and covenant
together by signing the High View Church
Member Covenant.

We want to you to become a member of High
View Church, so you can fully live as God intended
you to live; in community with Him and His
people.



